Blow the Roof Off –ECONOMICS

#1 
 RUN up to the white board and write on it in BIG letters, WHAT IS ECONOMICS and then run back to your seat.
#2 
Walk VERY SLOWLY to the front of the room and Read the following scene in a sad voice.  First, a household works together to do the chores.  “They cut wood for the fire place, go to the store to buy food and then cook the meals.  While enjoying dinner together they talk about where they want to go for a family vacation; Disneyland, Hawaii, Smithsonian Institute or the Grand Canyon.  Most family member would like to do them all.”  Don’t return to your seat yet.  Wait until #5 student has written on the board before returning to your seat.
#3
Pretend to be riding a horse to the front of the room, stand next to #2 and read this scene.  “The managers of a large firm are deciding to produce a new product for line of electronics.  They are making decisions on their best place to put their advertising dollars, either online or in traditional television commercials.”  Wait until #5 students has written on the board before returning to your seat.

#4
Skip from your seat up to the front of the room and skip around #3, then stand next to #3 and read the following, “Law makers in Washington D.C. are deciding how to spend federal money.  Should they send money on programs for minority children, or should they invest in a new military weapons system that could make the country safer? Additionally, how much money should the government spend on health care or what controls should be placed on the internet?  Don’t sit down until student # 5 sits down.
#5
Walk like a monkey and make monkey sounds as you go to the front of the room and pick up the blue marker and write on the board “All of these scenes are about economics.”

#6
Run to the back of the room, jump and turn in the air like a dancer then say in a really loud voice.  Why can’t the family, the managers and the government fund all their ideas?

#7
While standing on your desk shout “Scarcity, Scarcity, Scarcity, Scarcity. 
#8
Run around the room twice, then say “Scarcity means resources are limited.  Everyone cannot have everything they want.  There is not enough stuff to go around.”  Run back to your seat.

#9
Stagger  to the front of the room and in your best southern drawl, tell the class “everybody has wants and needs.”  Stagger back to your seat. Sway your hips as you are walking.
#10
Come up to the front of the room, do three jumping jacks, then say “needs are our basic need to survive” write on the board, “food, clothes, and shelter.
#11
Stand on your chair and in your sweetest, girly voice say, “wants, simply put, are everything else and they are unlimited.  I want a new car, new mp3 player, and a fast car.”  Sit back down in your seat.

#12
Skip around the center of the room, then while standing on one leg and hopping say “Economics is the study of how we satisfy our wants and needs with the limited resources we have.”  Skip back to your seat.

#13
Walk to the front of the room, pull yourself up to your straightest posture and then ask the class, “What are the resources that we have to use to satisfy our wants and needs.  There are three basic resources known as the factors of production.” Now clap your hands and raise your arms in the air and say – “Stupefy”
#14.
Play an introduction to your message by pretending your desk is a drum and you are beating on it.  Do this for several seconds.  Then stand on the seat of your desk and say, “land is one of the basic resources.  Land refers to all natural resources used to produce goods and services.  This includes crops that are grown on a land, minerals that are mined from land and rent that is paid to an owner of land for its use. “Sit back down.

#15
Pick up the stack of textbooks that is in the middle of the room and move it either to the front or the back of the room while saying, “Goods and services are the things that we buy like mp3 players or hair cuts.   A good is a physical thing you can hold, a service is some thing that gets used up right after it is purchased.”  Put the books back in their original place and return to your seat.

#16
Go to the back of the room and turn off the lights.  Say in a really scary/creepy voice, “Labor is another factor of production.  Labor is the effort that an individual person puts into making a good or service.  For this effort the person is paid a wage. Labor includes (As you say the next three things put up a finger for each of the three items) factory workers, medical personal, and teachers.  They all provide their labor for a wage.  End the sentence with a loud “BOOOOOO.”


Turn the lights back on and return to your seat.

#17
Stand up from your chair and slide to the front of the room.  When you get there say, “Capital is the third factor of production.  Capital is anything that is used to produce other goods and services.  If you make cars you need machines to make the metal that is used in the cars.  It is also the truck that drives the cars to the dealer who sells them, and it is the building that the carts are made in.  All of these are the resource known as capital.”  Slide back to your seat.
#18
To get to the front of the room, crawl on all fours like a tiger, and growl in a ferocious way.  When you get to the front of the room put your hands in back of you and say, (speak slowly and deliberately)

“Now we know what economics is, why do we study it?   Move your hands in front of you and move them in a circular motion, moving them forward and backward.  Then repeat again, “Now we know what economics is, why do we study it?  Return to your seat.
#19
Skip to the front of the class.  When you get there salute the class and while maintaining the salute say, “we study economics for two reasons.”  Return to your seat.

#20
Go around the room tapping several students lightly on the head while saying, “First, we study economics because we want to be good consumers.  Since our resources are limited we have to make choices.  We can only buy a limited amount of goods and services with our limited income right?  So we study economics to be good consumers.”  Bow to the class and then return to your seat.
#21
To get to the front of the room, do 4 somersaults.  Then stand up and read the following while shaking your head back and forth:   “I don’t know what a consumer is but I think it is the people in an economy that purchased goods and services.  That being true, you and I are consumers.  What did you purchase last week?”  Return to your seat shaking your head.
#22
Run to the front of the room, shouting, “we also study economics to be good citizens.” Don’t return to your seat until #24 has completed what he/she is saying.
#23
Run around the room giving high fives to as many people as possible.  Then go up to the front of the room and stand next to #21 and say, “citizens are the people in a country.  In a Republic Democracy like the United States of America they are also the ones who hold the political power to elect new governments” Stay standing next to #21 until 24 has completed his/her part.
#24
Pretend like you are an octopus or a bird and move to the front of the room.  Stagger your way up next to #22 and say boldly and proudly, “Economics affects us as citizens through our voting decisions.”  While pointing your finger at the members of the class, continue speaking, “Do you know the economic plan proposed by both Senator McCain and Senator Obama?  Have you talked it over with your parents?  Do you ask questions?”  Walk back to your seat.
