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The Fall of Rome

Quick Write

Write as much as you know about the Roman Empire.  Write down anything that you know was influenced by the Roman Empire.
Fall of Rome Objective

The students will be able to write a five to six sentence paragraph summarizing the major causes for the fall of the Western Roman Empire.  

The students will be able to write a persuasive summary about Rome’s influences our lives today.  They will focus on the following areas: art, architecture, engineering, language, writing, philosophy, law, and citizenship

Slide #1 - The End of the Western Roman Empire

When did the Roman Empire reach its height?
What caused the empire to fall?
What caused political instability?

1. Which half of the Roman Empire collapsed first? (circle the answer)
· Northern 

· Southern 

· Eastern

· Western
2. What three things caused the collapse of the Western Roman Empire? (circle the answer)
· Weakening frontiers, economic problems, drought

· Loss of natural resources, political instability, weakening frontiers

· War, loss of natural resources, weakening frontiers

· Political instability, economic and social problems, weakening frontiers
What caused economic & social problems?

What weakened the frontiers?

3. By the 300s C.E., who was pressing hard on the borders or the empire? (circle the answer)
· North African tribes

· Armies of the Eastern Roman Empire

· Germanic Tribes

· Barbarian Tribes

What did Constantine do in 330 C.E.?

4. Which Roman emperor moved the Roman capital to the east? (Circle the answer)
· Julius Caesar

· Constantine

· Augustus

· Nero

What happened in 410 C.E.?

When was the last emperor in Rome driven from his throne?

What happened to the Eastern Empire?

5. How much longer did the Eastern Roman Empire last for? (Circle the answer)
· 200 years

· 500 years

· 1000 years

· None of the above

Slide #1 Summary

Directions: Write a five to six sentence summary for Slide #1.  Title this summary: “The Fall of Rome”.  You will “Turn-in” your summary..  You must write complete sentences and use all of the word bank terms correctly.  Type them in ALL CAPS.
· What were the three main causes for the fall of the Roman Empire?

· What three factors caused economic & social problems in the Roman Empire?

· What three factors contributed to the weakening of the frontier of the Roman Empire?

· What did Constantine do in 330 C.E.?  What did he rename the city?

· What happened to the Western Roman Empire?

Word Bank

Western half, Constantinople, communication too slow, weakening frontiers, government corruption, 476 C.E., Christianity, Germanic tribes, dissolve, political instability, economic and social problems, converted, Byzantine, heavy taxes, large unemployment, empire too large

Example:  
· What were the three main causes for the fall of the Roman Empire?

The three main causes for the fall of the Roman Empire were POLITICAL INSTABILITY, ECONOMIC and SOCIAL PROBLEMS, and the WEAKENING of the FRONTIERS.
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The Influences of Rome:  (NOTES)—You will need these to summarize the influences of Rome on us today.

Summary #2
The Influences of Rome

You will write a four to five sentence persuasive summary detailing at least three Roman influences on our world today. You must use key terms from the notes you took on Rome’s influences.

Example of Persuasive Paragraph – Sentences 1 and 2

1. Introduction Sentence:



The Roman Empire was the world’s last great ancient civilization and it has left a lasting legacy on the world today.
2. First supporting sentence:

One prime example of a lasting contribution of the Roman Empire is their achievements in architecture. For example, the United States Capitol building’s centerpiece is an unbelievable Roman dome, or rotunda.
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