Name: ___________________________________________

Date: __________________________

ANCIENT INDIA - One of the four ancient river valley civilizations developed in the Indus River Valley, located in Northwestern India (2500 B.C.).  The civilization flourished for 1,000 years and vanished seemingly without a trace until 1922 when archaeologists made the startling discovery.    What we know about these ancient people comes from archaeologists who have drawn conclusions about the artifacts left behind.  When drawing conclusions, you must think about the reasons why something happened, what will happen, or what could be the cause or effect of a particular event or circumstance.

Directions:  Below is a list of artifacts or evidence that archaeologists have found relating to ancient India.  Draw conclusions based on the evidence that explains what the evidence could show us about ancient Indian civilization.

1. Two cities 300 miles away from each other were uncovered, each dominated by a massive structure built upon a hilltop and each laid out neatly with streets running north-south and east-west like a grid with rectangular blocks larger than modern city blocks.

2. All houses were built of uniform oven-fired bricks.  Houses had surprisingly modern plumbing systems with baths, drains, water chutes that led into sewers beneath the streets.

3. Oldest piece of cloth ever discovered was uncovered here.

4. Hundreds of small clay seals probably used to mark shipments of goods have been found.  Some of these seals have been found in the ruins of ancient Mesopotamia.

5. Little cubes stamped with dots and wheeled pull toys made of clay were found.

6. Gradually, the great cities eventually fell into decay. Groups of skeletons, bones of men, women and children lie together where they fell, seemingly never buried.  Two skulls show injuries from a sword or axe.
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