Greek Creation Mythology
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In the beginning, the universe was without form.  It was not anything; there was matter, but it was unorganized, shapeless, mixed up and dark.  This was called Chaos.  After Chaos, more divinities, or gods, came into being.

Gaia, the Earth, held up Uranus, the sky.  Gaia and Uranus had a bunch of kids.  First they had a bunch of monsters including the Cyclops, and then they created the Titans as the second generation.  Uranus hated all the Titans and was actually quite ugly about it—but there are only a couple of Titans that you need to remember: first, Oceanus, the god of the sea, and then Cronus, the strongest and best one of all.  Gaia was pretty ticked at Uranus for being a jerk, so she helped Cronus overthrow him.

So, let’s keep this straight.  Cronus is Uranus’s son.  Cronus became the king and married his sister, Rhea-another Titan.  This was called the Golden Age because men, who had been made by a Titan named Prometheus, were living in harmony. 

It didn’t last, though, because Cronus heard a prophecy that one of his sons would dethrone him, so every time his wife, Rhea, had a baby, he swallowed it.  Rhea got a little sick of seeing all of her children swallowed alive, so she tricked Cronus when her sixth child, Zeus, was born; she wrapped up a rock to look like a baby and had Cronus swallow that instead.  Zeus rescued his previously swallowed siblings, and all was right with the world.

1. Who is Cronus and Gaia?

2. How was Zeus saved?

	Greek Name
	Roman Name
	Realm
	Symbol
	Facts/Characteristics

	1. Zeus
	
	
	
	

	2. Hera
	
	
	
	

	3. Poseidon
	
	
	
	

	4. Hades
	
	
	
	

	5. Athena
	
	
	
	

	6. Apollo
	
	
	
	

	7. Artemis
	
	
	
	

	8. Aphrodite
	
	
	
	

	9. Hermes
	
	
	
	

	10. Ares
	
	
	
	

	11. Hephaestus
	
	
	
	


Olympians Quiz

Time to test yourself—and beware! Answers may be used more than once!

A. Zeus
B. Hera
C. Poseidon
D. Hades
E. Athena
F. Apollo

1. This god’s Roman name is Neputne. ________________________________

2. Name the goddess of war. _____________________________

3. His symbol is the thunderbolt. ____________________________

4. Her Roman name was Juno, and her symbol was the peacock. ____________________.

5. Name the god of the underworld. _________________________

6. Name the twin of Artemis. __________________________

7. Name the goddess of wisdom. _________________________

8. Name the very jealous wife of Zeus. _________________________

9. Name the god of the sun, poetry, music, and medicine. ______________________

10. His Roman name is Jupiter. ___________________________

11. This god is anti-social and doesn’t like people. ______________________

12.  If you could have dinner with one god or goddess, who would it be and why? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13.  Which god or goddess do you think would make the best president and why? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

14. Imagine Zeus has come to you and said that Olympus is lacking a god or goddess, and he needs you to help.  Invent a new Olympian and describe him or her below.

Name: ___________________________

Roman Name: _____________________

Connection to Olympus (related to another god or goddess? Married to a god or goddess?):

____________________________________________________________________________________
Powers: _____________________________________________________________________________
Symbol: ____________________________________________________________________________
Personality Traits: ____________________________________________________________________
Friends: ____________________________________________________________________________
Enemies: ____________________________________________________________________________
